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Jamye Lyons

School: Gordon Elementary, North Kitsap School District

Grades: K-2, multiage in the Options program

Total number of students: 24

Years teaching: 15 years in the North Kitsap School District

What inspired you to get into teaching? “I have a handful of inspirational educators in

my life who shared their passion for teaching with me. My grandmother was a teacher. My

father was a college biology instructor for 30 years. Also, both of my older sisters are

educators. So I guess you can say it is in my DNA. I also was inspired by some excellent

teachers when I was in elementary and high school. And I continue to be inspired by the

incredible educators around me every day.”

Name a rewarding moment from your career: “One special moment I will remember

forever was when I received a letter from a former kindergarten student. The student, Abby,

was in high school and had an assignment to write an essay about her plans for her future

career. In the essay, Abby wrote that she planned to become a kindergarten teacher, because

of her experiences in my kindergarten class at Suquamish Elementary 10 years earlier. That

means the world to me that a student would remember her kindergarten teacher 10 years

later, and that it would inspire her to become an educator. It really impacted me.”

What’s your biggest challenge? “My biggest challenge is keeping up with all of the

paperwork related to teaching. When the students are at school, I am focused on them 100

percent, so I have little time and energy left for dealing with documents.”
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Finish this sentence, “I wish ...”: “I wish that every student would love learning and go

home happy at the end of every day.”

Arla Shephard / Special to the Kitsap Sun

Do you have a teacher you’d like to nominate for this feature? Email the teacher’s name to

sunnews@kitsapsun.com or call 360-792-5263.
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